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TO THE 


READER. 


HE geteral Alarrii occafron'd by the new OATH of AE- 
LEGEANCE: gave me nb reft, till 1 got it, and had 
examined, as wilt 4s 1 could; the evil whieh' 1 perceived 

| nuny appyehentted *© be init. M9 Head has been 

tob” weak for a task of this moment, 1 was therefote oh t, 

- the help of ny Pei, aid perbaps this too muy be too lies, How: 

& &Bvs what ny tobe ave'dpm the beſt enquiry and moſt [eo 

NN 


deliberation I could uſe, I here make bold to publiſh to the Wor 
not confidimg ſo much i-my owir judgement, as to hope it ſhall give 
fill ſatisfa&zou to thoſe who need it, or ſo much 25 to ſuppoſe thaF I 
my ſelf nity' not hereafter meet with reaſon enough to change my 
mind's biit earweſily deſivihg that ay good Chiiftian"that deſcers 
my Errors: (if ſuth there be) woitl be ſp chatitable th ile" as to bet 
me know them, even as publickly 45 Fexpoſe them; Ant there- 
> fore would IT have it ſo, that others, + under the ſame miſtakes 
RS Huy ith mt Matbe'the benefit of ſo ſealohable a Chatity: F ſhalt 

Eby atone 2's) bapyy piblitttion'of my weakneſs 21d ignorahde, 
which may prevent a Crime either im'my ſelf or another: 


Farewel. 


A $ That 
"4 


Sil$6643646 $65: 
PPEPESS SOPEDSPOORES 


That which (I ſuppoſe) I am to Smear 1m 
taking thu Oath, 


Am not thereby cither to Deny or Afert, 

W | That either Ja. the Second, or K. W. and 

. M. either have, or have not the Legal 
Right to the Crown and Government. 

2. I am not to Swear never hereafter at any 
time to bear Allegeance to fa. the Second, though 
his Legal Right ſhall appear, and- He ſhall again 
Legally recover it, and Afually Govern by Law. 
_:.- 
3- I am to Swear, that whilt K. W. and 
Q. M. are aually, as now they are, K. and Q. and 
Govern by Law, I will obey them according to 
the Law 1n all things /awful and honeft, and by no 
means endeayour to diſturb or oppoſe them in their 
Legal Government, but maintain and aſſiſt them in 
my place and ſtation, as I ſhall* be able, and our 
Laws require me to do. 


A 


» 


Modeſt and Impartial Enquiry 
INTO 


The Lawfulnelſs 
Of Taking the N EW 


Path of Allegeance. 


A. Aving juſt now met with the ſo much talk'd of OATH 
of Allegeence, impoſed upon us under the penalties of 
forfeiting both Eſtate and Liberty, I have brought it 
with me, deſiring your Opinion of it, | 

B. I amnotatal}glad to hear, that this Oath, whatever it be, 
is ſo generally Mart y z very much fearing, leſt, as moſt ſuch 1m po- 
ſitions have-been found to do, it may do more hurt than good. - Yet 
if it be impoſed with ſuch Penalties to be inflicted on them that re- 
fuſe it; we are concern'd to conſider ſeriouſly of it, . leſt we either 
wound our Corſciences in. taking it, or be too prodigal of our Eſtates 
and Ziberty in refuſing it. . Pray let me hear the words of it. 

A. The words of the Oath are theſe. 


1 A. B. Do ſincerely Promiſe and $ wear, That I will be F aithful, 


aud bear true Allegeance to Their Majeſties King WILLIAM 
and Queen MART. 


B. The 


1. 


(C'2.) 

3B, The beſt way to diſcern whether or no this Oath may be 
lawfully (worn by us; will be--(as T think )-ro enquire if ic may 
be ſworn according to God's direRions, ( Fer. 4. 2.) in Truth, in 
Fudgment, and in Righteouſneſs. . : 

A. I amof the tame Opinion. And firſt, Do you think it may 
be (worn i= Truth ? Pl ; 

B, Seeing this is a Promiſſory Oath, to (wear it in Truth, ſeems 
to-me nothing Elle,' but truly, or (.as the word in the. Oarh is ) 
ny wo intend to perfdnn what we Promife. And this we 
Hay do. 

A. Yes, if we Promiſe nv 1»Poſpble, Vain, or Unlawful thing, 

B., That it is neither Impoſſible, nor Yain, ſuppoſing it not Un- 
lawful ox Unrigbteons, I think we may be ealily ſatisfied; arit there- 
— need only enquire, whether, it may be ſworm in Righte- 
onuſnefs. K, > \\ ; 

A. Yea, butit is neceſſary alſo that it be (worn in Fudgment z 
What ſay you to that > 

B. It we know and conſtder well; Phar, Why, and to what End 
we ſwear, and after a rational. deliberation are ſatisfied -in- mind, 
that the ching we pronnſe: is neicher /mpoſſible, Yai, nor Unjuſt ; 
we {wear in.Z#dgment. And.therefore what concerns us chiefly to 
examine, is, if it may be {worn in Righteouſneſs, 

A. I ſeeplainly it is ſo. May we then ſo ſwear it?. 

B, If we may. {wear it without! any” wrong td? God. our Neigh- 
bourg. or: our Setves, I think' you will grant” we may (wear it in 
RKighteouſneſs. £ 

A. I grant we may. | 

B. Wrong is done to Goa, when'we break his Commandments, 
What Zaw of Gall then ſhall we' break-in taking'this Oarh 7 

A. Tamafraid leſt we' ſhould' thereby break all the Laws' of 
God'commanding Obedtenceto' our Dawful'Governovrs, and thoſe al- 
fo that forbid Yain-ſmexring and' Perjury. | | 

B; No Law of God' commanding! Obedienct' to Lawfoul Autho- 
rity, is broken- by fivearing- Alegeance' to-ohr' Lawful King tif 

Heen, ; | os 
4. That's true ; but if they be not ſo,, and Another be. our 
awful King; 1n ſwearing to bear that' Alepgance'td Them; Which is 

veto Himalone we break rhe Laws: of Obedfettcets Out Lawful 
OVErNOours, : : 

B. You ſee then, no wrong is done to God in eming his 

aws 


Lo 
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(3) 

ws of Obedience to Lawfal Governours, bit by doing wrong to 
tl Neighbaur, I mean Him who is guy Lewful i— Weare 
therefore no farther concern'd here, but to ſee that no urwrg be 
done to Him, «<p co | H its; 

A. And this we ought very carefully to ſee to, before we can 
take this Oath. by, 

B. It is very true, and in order to this, we are firſt co conſider 
pho this Lewful King is, whom we may wrong by taking the 
Oath. : | . 
A. I imaging were all ſatisfied, that JAMES the II. had a 
Legal Right to Qur 4legeance, 


, I doubt utnat, | 

As And] am not yet ſatisfied, that He either hath loſt, or could 
loſe that Right. _ | 

B, Ifhe could ceaſe to be Lawful' Xing, he could loſe that Righs 
to Our. Alegeance. | 

T That cannot be denied. 

B. . If he: could ceaſe to be ſuch a King, 3s by the Conftirntion 
of the Kingdom, our Kivgs muſt be, he could ceaſe to be Lanful 


Kg, 
Wy 2 169 that is alſo. plain enough. © -- 

B. AgdI think it is as plain, that our Conftizmtion admits of no 
King thag will not be limired in bis Government by the Laws, Ours 
being no Abſolwe, but 2 Hixed and Limited Monarchy, 

A. - Are we {ure of that? 

B, Weare, I think, ſure, That the King's Wil is not the mez- 
fare of his. Power, bur (as K, CHARLES the Firſt of blefſed Me- 
mory- acknowledged The Law ts the Meaſure of his Will; That He 
is AY: OU8 Ages On Legad Soveraign, and the duty we owe him is 
Allegeance, or a Legal Obedience; that the Laws and Cuſtoms of this 
Realm haye gyer- been accounted the. Rule of Government 3 that the 
Regal Power hath been ordinarily confined to them; that theſe 


; Laps whereby he is bound to Govern, are neither Made nor Inter- 


preged Re Aupbority, but by the.concurrence of che other 
Eb ates of the Realm. If all this make ic nor evident that this is 
no Abſolute, but a Limited Monarchy, nothing can. 
A. Will it hence follow, that a Legal King can ceaſe to be fo? 
B, , I think it will very clearly. For ſeeing our Conftieution 4l- 


| lows of no. Abſelue Monarch, -if any, King refuſe to be limited by 


Lan \nhis Gauerament, and will be Ab/ſolme, making his Wil = 
1 Fl b only] - 
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(4) 
only Law by which-he will Govern, he ceaſeth to be Lawful Kin 
of tis Realm) becauſe he i Is become luets as the Conftirwidg” in 

nor N 3 

IT Shall He Teng boſe his Right 70) Govern ; 2 £1 7 

B. -+Not his &ight:to Govern by Law if he wil do ſo, and he bath 
no other Right that I knovy of. 

. 'A. Thenit.ſeems he may be Lawful-or Rightful. K1 ing ill, tho' 
he: unjuiliy claim-an Abſolute: Powery': for: hemay be relirvined by 

Laws in the Exerciſe of his Power. 

B. Laws indeed may preſcxibe-the Limits of his Power, bue! how 
ſhall they confine Him within thoſe Limits, if he will be. Arbitrary 
and Boundleſs * What ſignifies a Limitari-n that can limit him no 
farther than he will be limited? Will he not be as Ab/olwre-notwith, 
ſtanding fuch Laws, as he could be without them, if he Fan for- 
feit no Right by tranſgreifing them ?- - 

A. Muſta King needs loſe his Kight to Gover by any, rranſgret: 
{ton of the Laws, whereby his Authority | * limited> 

B, By no means. Nay all :olerable tranſgreflions of the Liw, and 
very many and great grievances ought to be-born, rather than the 
Peace and Saferyof a Kingdom ſhould be hazarded by diſturbing the 
Government. Neither do I:think that a King canforfeit his X7ghr 
to govern, {olong as by any meang he may be reduced-ro 42 Legal 
exerciſe of his Authority, | or will be conrent to Reigr without the 
ſubverſron of the Government, and the ruire of his people. ; 

g A, How ſhall we underitand when he will not be contegt W ith 
ens ? RN 
B. When after all Legal means uſed - for his, due informarion and 
jaſt reſtraint '; he ſhall either by Wordor Deed manifeſtly declare itto 
be his reſolution to be Arbitrary, and no longer to' be limitedby any 
Law but his own Will. . 

A, But the King has a Divine Right, his Power 1s of God, and can 
he forfeit that by tranſgreſſing the Laws of en ? 

B, When you fay, His power #« of God, is this your meaning;. That 
this very individual Perſon, ſuppoſe It FAMES- the Second,;--was 
named or pointed out by God { as Saul and David were } tobe Ki ing 
yea and Abſolute Monarch of this Realm? 

A. 1 have no ſuch meaning. 

B. Then youcan meanno more, but that Government 1 very 
Nation is of Divine Inſtitution, and when any Perſon is ;by' Legally 
inveſted in it, whether the Azthoriry. be convey'd to him oy; _ 
or $:cceſion, it 15 of God. 
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4. That is. my meaning. | \ bg 

B. Then that Authority is neither more nor leſs, than' He or They 
by whom.'tis derived unto him, & or were inveſted it by the Fande- 
mental Conſtitution ofthe Kingdom, provided it be fafficient for the 
ends of Government. | | 

A. T have nothing to ſay againſt that at preſent- 

B. IT hopewe may alſo take ic for granted, That the Righr the 
Kinghath from God, is to be a Miniſter of God for the good of bus Peo- 
ple, that under him they may lead quiet and feaceable lives tn all God- 
lineſs and Honeſty, and that they-through whom this Right was con- 
vey'd to him never conſented or meant that he ſhould abuſe ic to 
their hart or rune. 

| 4. This cannot be gainſaid. 

B. "Then 1: think a King in declaring his reſolutionnot to regard 
the right e:ds of Government, nor any Law but his own Hl, tho” it 
tend not to the preſervation, bur ſubverſion of the eſtabliſhed Govern- 
ment,not to the pro:c&ing, bur the inſlaving or ruining his people ;De- 
clares his reſolution to be no longer lawful King, either by Divine or 
Human Right. Deſtroying theOriginalConſtirution of the Government, 
he undermines and Subverts his own Authority thereby, and abſolves 
his SubjeRs from Alegeance to him. . | 
R A \ This being-a weighty point, Idefirea licele better to nnder- 

and It. "2 ; 

B. The King holds his Crown, as his SubjeRts do their Liberries 
and Properties, by the Laws and Cuſtoms of the Kingdom : if he there- 
fore ſubvert that whereon his Authority ſtands, the Legal Conſtitution 
of the. Kingdom, he muſt needs overthrow his own Legal Anthority, 
All that we. owe him is a Legal Obedience ;, deſtroying the Laws he 

uits- char, andonely challengeth what we owe him nor, 'and chere- 
ore intruth we owe him nothing. . © HAIG? 

A. : By what you have faid, I am now convinced that a Legat 
Xing may ceale to be fo, and when he ceaſes to be ſo, no Alegeance 
can | be due unto him. The next thing to be examined is, whether 
F.AMES. the 2d, who was Jace onr Legal Kinghave ceaſed-or no to 
be any longer ld... Whar- thi | you of t 7 __ q 

B, That we maſt, now examine; by applying to Him what we 
have already ſaid. If He then hath itt effe& declared, that he would 
no longer rule us as his, Leg! Sets by Laws, but as Slaves b 
an Arbitrary Power ;. he hath quitted his Lawful Authority, whic 
was all he had, and afſumed ns” mats which is none of- wy 

an 


(SY 
and thereby hath abſolved us from oyr Alegeance to. Him: 
.. 2. Hop-gid hewclare. this, when in his Declaration he protniſed 
to. prot FIOH Kighiy ng Freperrierd, 2/710" 46% peabififhe 
> Fg : 


>: B, ; Whap-gnzaes,a Verbal prowiſe, which was in Deed broken al- 
inoſt as ſoon as m2de> Allir teacheth vs is, fiot to believe ſuch pro- 
miles again, ti!! zze,can wave better evidence. of his intentions, - and 
bercer tezricy too tor the perforinanice than I know which way he 
£31 VE Pho i yt ber a ani arts, EY 

3 Fg. bptjcers do. you find his Declaration not. to Govern by 
5; labischallengingrohimtelf expreſly an Ab/olure Power, and 
: -quiring to have his will obey*'d withour reſerve. In. Syſpending ſome 
Laws for Ever, and Diſ penſing with others al pleaſure, and calling this 
his Right, and Preragarive-: In. Ligenſing perfons to 26 in Ofice confra- 
las ond ung hems on of Office that would not own! 2nd 
aſlert his Right fo ro,do-, In impoling Mega! things, and prniſhing ſuch 
as according tp their known dry only.in the,moſt Legal way Peri- 
tion'dto be exciſed, In erefting Megal Courts in an Arbitrary way; to 
eje& men out of their undoubted_Free-holds, meerly for b.'Vy 
ring to the. Laws. ,,In.treating with, and receiving a Nnnciofrom 
that Forreign Power which the whole Nation isfiywotn to'oppoſe, In 
admitting a8; ordexof men intorhbis. Privy-Council, Tor which it is Trea- 
fon to enter the Kingdom. "Tn uſing baſe Arts to pack" Parliaments 
of menby Law diſabled:for that truſt., In oyer-awing the people in- 
to ſubmiſſion.to his Arbitrarine/s by an Army kept a foot-in times of 
peace. Iadd no more but this only, in De/erring his people, leaving 
them without -means ' of Government, and to, the mercy. of a Gil- 
banded Army, and meerly becauſe he. would: not hearken to any 


Treaty, or endute, to hear of being tied to Goverm by Law. 
A. I wonder you ſay nothing of the death of the Ea#+f £fex, or 


of the Prince of Wales, or of the League with France. * '\/ 
B. Ifay nothing, but what is notorious ta all the World, and 
cannot be denied: BE REN. DI TTTETTDD HO Ae 
4, -Inorder to our Svearing this 0a. in Tudgment, tiShecefliry 
we be well inform'd of the, :rrarh, of all this as,matter of Fatt, and 
farcher in point of £2w, whether all iS Will null his Amthariry. ©, = 
B. You and. I being private Perſons, . and -neither-, Lawjers' nor 
Srateſmen, what courſe could we take for our !4formarion, but whar 
has been taken? the Peers did perſonally, Convene, and 'all of us int 
our 'Repreſeatativer, to Examine, Conſult and Conclude, as there bo 


"= RY 
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cauſe. Theſe have-fonhd the'marter 6f , 2nd declired \ehpu: 
on the Throne to be vacant, __ have ng hlled it. | 

A, Filled it indeed, but how 2 If FAMES the 2d have lefe i it 
vacant, why was it not filled with the next undoubted Hein 2 
| B.  F AMES. the 2d loſing: his Anthority, it muſt either lapſe | 
to the Nation, or deſcend tathe ner Heir If ir lapſ ed, our Repre- 
ſeritatives have anew- diſpoled' of it, "2nd t eit” act 1s good. If it 
deſcended, they have done the next. He righe, ſhe- is inthe 
Throne. 


A. Yes jointly with another who hath, al, che Poper and She 


_ the empty Tirte. 


B. The _— Adninirrainy on meſh. 0 Ars ache to Power? od 
whatever He-hath wermay juſtly | 
Crown was tender'd to'bot Ht app CT 2s kicads bf = 
and the Oath of Aegiance is to both, 

A. Think Fo the yore vn of t my Goebel enough to wat- 
rant us in Conſcience to take this, Qat 

B. God's writter Word (the beſt Ruls of foſeicnce) comaids us 
only 1 in general, Allegeazce roche H igher Þ Pomers, Logs is nowra d 
pute whether the Swpream Power be 10 | 
LTAM and MART, The Stviprure Wil Hot. cell IA 
Who then ſhall > The Laws. = the Land 6 youll. you andT 
are notread inthe Laws, Who' then but t Repreſentative body of 


. the Nation? If we muſt nor reft incheir Prim mination, wherein y 


we reſt? 


ther To reſt on. cheix derermipghzon. i is ane thing 19 ſwear. ano- 
ther | 


- B, \.To reſt on dies decerrdfkdebin' implies @ Legat Obedience 


to King WILLLAM and Qyeen MAR, and that's all. is meant by 
Alleygeance. 


4A. And1am reſolved to yieldic them. 


a 3. Why then may you not. ſpear to do, what you refolve to 
0: 


A. Becatfein this Oath I feem to aſſert their Zight which; is yer 
doubtful. 


. B. Tamſure\ we do o&t in ths 04h cxprſy; aſſert any rt: they 
ve. 


* A, But it ſeems: tar pci ala vide. Fax they fn are hare 
ez. ir 


filed Thris Majeſt and 
Tuppoled they are We Og, m_ © Few hr to them, e - ts 
Liw At 


(8) 

Oath is a Mockery,and « taking God's name in vain, 

" B. Butis it implied, that they are Lawful and Rightful King and 
Queen, and that we aſſert them to be ſo, as we did expreſly do in the 
late Oath of Allegeance ? 

A. IT think this is implied, for Allegeance is dueto ſuch only, and 
that's it we (wear. RD 

''B. Whois to "eres an Ozrh where the meaning is dubious? 

A. The 1mpoſers of it. TY 

B, Was therenot a debate among them about theſe words Law- 
ful and Rightful 2 And were they not purpoſely left out, leſt they 
'thonld create Scruples inthem who are to take the Oath ? | 

4A. TS act... 

B: Towhat arpole as this omiſſion of thoſe words, if what they 
fignify muſt ſtill be look'd upon as implied in the Oath ? 

A.- I knownot thar; BurT am ſure if this be not implied, it ſeems 

to me a very vai», and therefore unlawful Oath. | 

B,- Why ſo? 0 | 

4. Becauſe admitting this, we ſwear as good as nothing. For 41- 
geance being that Obedience which 'is due by the Laws to our Law- 
ful Soveraign, if they be not Lawful King and Queen, no ſuch obedience 
can' be due tothem by the Zaws; and ſwearing no other, I (wear as 
good as nothing, a'very vain Oath. |. hy 

B. It is granted, that the Zaws preſcribe and bound the Obedience 
whichis due to our Lawful Soveraign, fo that no other hath a right by 
Law to that Obedience, nor need we by Law topay him any other; ang 
in this ſenſe 'tis called Allegeance, | 
- A. But how can weſwear to pay that which is de to our Lawfu/ 
Sever ig and to him only, to thoſe whom we need not ſuppoſe- ro 
it | ? 

B, May we notin many caſes ſwear to pay one that which is ngt 
by any Lew beforehand his right and de ? And will not ſuch an Oar 
create to hima right and de, which was not his before ?- 

A, I grantitin ſome caſes, but not where it will be to anothers 
—_ andit muſt needs be a wrong to-our Lewful Soveraign to pay 
his aze to another. | tA | 

B. Tho' the Legal Sovergign alonecan Challenge our Allegeance 
as his Debt and Due 3. may we not promife the lhe obedience to 49 
ther without wrong to him? I owe you. by bond Twenty pounds, may I 
nOt pay the like. Sm to another, to whom] owe it not, without wrong- 


ing? Or may-I not Proxife and Swear to him beforehand todo I 
+ 244g 43! 3 4 ' | adi; , an 


a. 5 la *Y 


UW 


wa A wo £3 © fa fs. 


hal 6 Woes Pn hk ._qJ 
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2nd make it ſo-a Legal debt; tho no Law bound me before eithe r 293 


promiſe or pay it ? 
A. Wirhout doubt youmay, fo you pay me too what you owe 
me. But how we can ſivear Alegeance, to W. and M. as King and 


| Queen, and yet pay our Alegeance to our Lawful Soveraign, (uppoling 
' another be ſo, I ſee not. This were to ſerve rwo Maſters, to (et up 


ewo Soveraign- Powers inone Kingdom, and indeed to ſwear Impoſſi- 
bilities, | 
B, I pay the Service I owe to one man as to my Maſrer, whoſe due 
it is. I pay the like Service to another whoſe due it is not, nor own 
I him thereby for my Maſter: Tothe one I pay a debr, on the 0- 
ther I beſtow a /argeſs or boon. I pay my Alegeance to my Soveraign 


' as far- as Ican. L yield: the {ike obedience to another, not as my So- 


veraign, but as one whom I have other reaſons thus to ob/zge. The 
former has his due, the later more than is due, but no more than I 
think fit. Where's now the Impoſſibiliry or Injuſtice? A penny was 
one labourer's due,. and a perry was more than was due to another 3 
yet were they paid alike, the one had nowrozg, nor the ocher r09 
much, 

A. YetT ſee not how this can be done in our preſent caſe. 

RB, Our Caſe is this: The 1mpsſers of this Oathhave concluded, 
That FAMES the 2d is no longer our Lawful Soveraign, but WIL Ll 
AM and MARY. Yetdo they not require that we ſhould expreſly 


ſwear chi, but only that we will, whilſt they govern us, obev them 
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in all their Legal Commands, which is the very ſame and all which we 
are bound by Law to do towards our Lawful Soveraign, if any other be 
ſo. And-our -2eſtion is, Whether we may {wear this or no? 

A; I think we may not, becauſe it is not certain that another is 
not our Lawful Kiag, and we may not (wear away his Rohr. 

B. TIfall chat was faid above be true, 7A4.MES rhe 2d is not or 
Lanful King. Yet we are willing. at preſent-'to ſuppoſe it doubrful 
whether he be or no, and what has been laſt ſaid is in order rotheir 
Satisfaction who yer doubt of this. 

4: We may not {wear he isnot- Lawful King, whillt we dowbrof 
it. 

B.. Neither are we required to ſwear it, bue only to be- 0- 
ery to the Preſent King and Quezn, ruling+ by the- Laws of this 

CALM. 

A, Do you think we may ſwear this, whilſt we dawbt that another 

may be wrong'd by it-? | ; HE 
B. Muſt 


( 10 ) 


B, Mult the Nation: be ungouern'd' till all. our doubts: about the * - 


Government and Right to Govern be removed ? 


a4, 1 y not {o, for Government 15 God's Ordinance, which no peo- 


ple can wilfully and imocently be without. 
B. Who mult Govern it in the mean time ? 
A. Heſhould whole right it is. _ 
 &Z, True, bur Ze; whom you now, ſuppoſe to have the right, has 
deſerted the Government, and cannot Govern, 
A, Poſlibly, he was driven out by force. | 


B, They whom we intruſted to enquire intothat and other things © 


do aſſure us he was not. Who ſhould drive him away ? 

A. The Pr. of Or. and his Afji/tants. 

B. Then the Pr, by the help of his Aſſiſtants is become 2 Conque= 
ror, and if Congueſt Create {o good a Right, thac fome have thought ic 
the beſt 7irle that any of our Kings could have, and thence have ar- 
gued that they were Abſolute Monarchs, why hath not King WILL4- 
AM as good a Right as any that were before him ? c 

A. Ihaveno mind to diſpute about that. WE 

B. Nor need you, for I think ris plain enough that F AMES the 
2d volxatarily torfook the Kingdom, \ 

A. Had itnoc been fit however to have zreated with him about 


returning tO his Government, before another was ſeated in his Throze ? * 


B, Had they who are beſt able to judge what's fit in ſuch a caſe 
taken that courle, I (ſhould have thought no worſe of them for it, be: 
cauſe it mizht have tended to many men's better Sarisfattion., Yet I 
confeſs I cannat tee to what other purpole it would have been. For 
either he would have disdain'd ſuch a Treaty, as below him, or he 
would not have conſented to govern by Lew; or it he would, he could 
not have given us better afurance that he wouid do ſo, than he had 
beforehand given us that he would nor. 

A. Why then had we not rather a Kegere in his name, than a King 


in his ſtead : 


B. Had he been either Infant or Lunatickh,this might have done; | 
| but tq. a Perſon of his Age, Temper and Religion, a Priſon aid a Fetter * 


would have been as ealy as a Regezr. To be ſhort, 'tis fit the Narion.in 
his abſence jhould' be well goverz'd, and who fitter for the Goverr- 
ment, than the next Heir, or He who.hath.it by. her confent > And 
whilſt they Goverz by Law, 'tis our duty to obey them, and what ir 
3s our-duty ta dog Etbink: we. may /wcar todo. 1 1 þ 

4, But not if we doxbr whether it be our duty or no« +: an” q : 


wa_ en %'\ _ «aw A 


he 


20- 


d-0 


| -nors, be they Lawfſid or n 
| good, be any-evil. 

A, The evilI ſhall be 

very great, even no leſs than Perjury. 

.B. TI confeſs that's an evi! not to be ventured on to ſave a world 
No greater wro7g can be done to God than this.”Bur 
guilty of Perjxry upon this account ? 

A. Have wenot already ſworn Alegearce to anther ? How 
then can we ſwear this neiv Oath of Allegearce without Perju- 


from drownin 
why muſt we 


| + 8. {I pray confider it well. The mrog dohe ro another; if any at 
-all, ist0:Qze who will not.evercjſe chis' Right as he'ou3ht-ro do,” and 

| you do no more but doxbr whether he be wrozg'd or no. 'Whar is this 
; incompariſon of the [rong which a whole Kingdom ſuſtains for want 
of Gbvernment ? And Government it muſt want if we will nor obey our 
| preſent Governors, oa OTST” | 
| ſeems no better than doing gf evil that good may come, 
B. Government is'a neceſlaty good, neicher can obedience-to Gover- 
| 0, inthings F»ſt and Legal, for the publick 


guilty ofin Swearing this Oath ſeems to me 


B, Did we {wear Allegeance to another avſolutcl y and for ever, Or 
only for ſolong as he ſhould be Lawful King, ani] our Allegearce his 
right and due. 

'- 14, Withomt alldiſpute for /o /ong only. 

B. Then if at any time #z prove to be no longer his right and duc, 
or he any way ceaſe to be Lawfil King, we are ab{olved from that 
Oath, and at Liberty to ſwear the ſame to another whoſe rishr and 

! axeitis become. Did we ſivear that He who then was righeful King, 
; would always be fo, or that we would bear him Ategeance when he 
ſhould -or be {6 9: 
4A, We muſt have beenmad ro fivear that: 
'-. B. The Peyjury then you are afraid of is only on ſuppoſition that be 
| to whom you {wore is4s much zow our Lawful King, as then he was ; 
| for if he be not ſo, your Allegeazce 15 at an end, and your Oath tco. 
Do you think vie are bound by that Oath, not to live in Obediente' and 
Sub jeftion *to the "Preſent K, and Q.- whilſt they command'by Lay 
things Fuſt and Lawful ? | f 
F am not well fatisfied'as to that. | 
B. If we be not thereby obliged, -v to obey their Legal Commands, 
then may we obey them,and then may we, whea call'd to it, for their 
Satisfattion and our own ſafety, ſwear to obey them. If we be obliged 
xot to obey them, then is it unreaſonable we. ſhould expe their Pro- 


teftion, 


( T2 ) 2 
tetion. But I think, that if that Oath bind ns yet at all, it binds us 
either rocbey our preſent Governors, Or tO oppoſe and reſiſt them all we * 
can pcſlibly. | 
A. Why think you ſo ? | 

B. Our preſent &rg and Queen are either the Lawfwl Succeſſors of | 
himto whom thatOath was (worn, or they are Invaders and Uſur- | 
pers. 

A. They muſt needs I think beone of the two. 

B, If then they be his Lanful either Heirs or Succeſſors, and that 
Oath be yet birding, it binds to obey them, for in it we (wore Alle- 
geance to his Majcjry, his Heirs and Succtſſors. I 

A. That cannot be denied. 

B. And if they be Invaders and Uſurpersof the Soveraign Authori- '| 
ry, and that Oath be ſtill binding, then doth it bind us not only nor 7© | 
obey them, but co oppoſe and reſiſt them with all our might. For we | 
then {wore to Aſſiſt and Deferd to our power all Furiſdiftions, Priviledges | 
Pre-emmences and Authorities granted or belonging to His Majeſty, His | 
Heirs and Succeſſors, or united and annexed to the Imperial Crown of this | 
Realm, How can we to our power aſſiſe and defend theſe, and not with | 
all Our might oppoſe and reſiſt the Invaders of them - L 
' A. lhadnot well confider'd this. | 

B, We iworealfo to defend tothe uttcrmoſt of our power His Majeſty 
againſt all aitempts mhatſoever made againſt His Perſon,Crown or Dignity, | 

' and to endeavour to diſcloſe and makg known to him allTreaſons andTraite- * 
rows Conf{piracies made againſt him, 

A. 'Tis true we did o. | | i 

B. Well then, if that Oath bind us not, we are not becauſe of it | 
guilty of Perjury, if we take this New Oath : But if it do ſtill bind us, ' 
then are we guilty of Ferjary, not only if we ſmear thisnew.Oath, | 
but if we do not to our «tierm'/t power oppoſe and reſiſt the preſent * 
K. and 2. or if we do not\diſclyſe and make kyown ro F AMES the | 
I. whatever we know of any thing by chew, or any other attempted ! 
againſt him. | 

A. If that Oath bind-usz0.all this, how can we ſwear Allegeance | 
to another? { 

B. 1 confeſs we cannot on that /*ppoſition : but why then ſhould | 
it more bind usfrom raking this Oath, than to the doing of all that I 

have now mentioned? Why do we pretend to fear the guilt of Per- | 
jury in the ore, and not in the other * Why conſider we not that if it 
binds us not to 7e/iſt them, it binds us to Obey them, and then are wa ; 
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